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"After a young woman and her girlfriend are brutally murdered, the witnesses describe the pair as being brutally violent. One of
the women left behind, a young woman, describes her friends in very different terms and her sister seeks out the person who
killed the couple. The young woman begins to tell the truth of what happened that night and the true intentions of her friend."
Documentary — Critic's Pick "Blood + Kisses," the "Law & Order" spin-off about a teenager who watched her friend and her
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boyfriend get murdered, is a stylishly shot, professionally well-executed, but ultimately unsatisfying drama. "Blood + Kisses" is
not a crime movie. It's a mood piece, and a rather contrived one. I suppose it could have been otherwise. The movie is set in the
present day, and it features a young, fully formed woman, Denise Masino, who seems earnest, believable and appealing, but it
doesn't seem to realize it. Denise (the film's director, Gregg R. Simpson) seems to be in a great amount of pain, and is clearly a
very troubled young woman. Yet it doesn't seem to me that her character is helped in any way by the filmmakers' apparent real
concern for her. Instead, her neurosis is played for drama. As she looks for her friend's killer and the killer's accomplice, Denise
has to confront, and at times nearly relive, the violent murder of her friend's boyfriend and herself. In short, she's a mess, and as
her personal life — never terribly healthy — is revealed, she has a particularly tough time dealing with this. To be fair, some of
this is a clichéd presentation of the problem. What happens when you are immersed in a toxic environment for too long, and
then you just want to get out? Denise has had it with all of her friends, and then she becomes the one being targeted by the
criminals. Denise does an admirable job, but it's really the sort of sympathetic performance we've seen on TV, and in fact some
of it is too good, being played as if it were a train wreck. At the end, her sadness over her friends' deaths is still so real, and the
resolution of the case so drawn-out, that one gets the feeling that a film about this sort of thing is exactly what the filmmakers
wanted. The movie also is just not enough about the case 82157476af
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